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Issue 4395, November 2013 
 

Next club meeting: November 25, 2013, 7:00 pm, West Side Café, Camp Bowie Blvd 
 

Presidents Corner: by Ken Knotts 
 

Cooler weather is here and so are some very nice flying 
days.  Call a buddy on one of those pretty days and enjoy 
the weather, the field, and some flying with friends and 
fellow Thunderbirds.   
The gate attendants are back manning the gates full time 
and this should help security at the field. 
Remember to get your dues in soon so you will have your 
new key and access to the field beginning January first.  
We have yet to receive the bill for the field lease and when 
it arrives we need to have it covered with adequate funds. 
As we are approaching the end of the year, it’s time to 
think about and thank those club members who contribute 
so much to making the Thunderbirds club a success. Some 
that come to mind are our treasurer who puts in a lot of 

time and effort in paying our bills while maintaining our 
funds and our roster; all the CD’s who put time and effort 
in getting our contests done and make flying really 
enjoyable; our newsletter editor who turns out a fantastic 
newsletter every month; and our members who come to 
the field to fly and help others who need advice, a new 
airplane flown and trimmed, and make being at the field 
an enjoyable event.  We need to thank our trainers who 
show up on Thursdays and bring in new members through 
their efforts.  Thanks to all of you who contribute and 
make the Fort Worth Thunderbirds one of the best in the 
nation and a special thanks to our non-flying members 
who continue, year after year, to support the club with 
their spirit and their dues. 

 

Ken Knotts    

President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
 

Vice Presidents Report: by Will Campbell 
 

No report this month

              
Will Campbell    

Vice President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
 

October Meeting Minutes: by Tab Bowland 
 

Meeting called to order at 7PM by Ken Knotts welcoming 
all members present 
 

Reports: 
 

Vice President-Will Campbell informed the club that we 
will be going over the bylaws later in the meeting. 
 

Treasurer-Gary Alphin reported that the club is in good 
standing. Gary also reported that the club made money on 
the 2 most recent events. Membership dues are now being 
accepted for 2014. Renewal can this year be made by going 

to the thunderbird website and registering. Dues can be 
paid via the online pay pal account or though the mobile 
device that Gary has. As a reminder the lock on the gate 
will be changed on January 1, 2014. For all members who 
have paid their dues and will attend the Christmas party, 
new keys will be issued there. 
 

Secretary-Tab Bowland reminded to all members to 
please use the (tbirds197@yahoo.com) email address when 
returning the 2014 election ballots. 
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Safety Officer-Jimmy Newton reminded all of us who 
wear glasses to use caution when working around a 
running engine. Also, with winter months approaching 
exercise caution when wearing hoodies or jackets with any 
type of draw strings. These can also get into a spinning 
prop or blade and cause injury. 
 

Newsletter-Woody Lake would like to have your inputs 
and any pictures you would like to share for the newsletter. 
 

Events: 
 
October 12-13th SPA at Thunderbird field. There were a 
total of 28 pilots from Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, 
Mississippi and Alabama. Weather was great and the flying 
was awesome. 
 
October 19th Benbrook Heritage Feast. The Thunderbirds 
were represented by 7 members, who answered questions, 
displayed their planes, and enjoyed visiting with all who 
attended. 
 
October 19-20th Fort Worth Alliance Air Show. The 
Thunderbirds opened up the air show with 4 members 
flying. We had a 20 X 20 tent with many airplanes 
displayed; Thunderbird informational material, model 
aviation magazines, and many questions from air show 
visitors. Big thanks to all Thunderbird members who 
helped. 
James Smith flew his Blue angel jet 
Murray Adams performed with his IMAC plane 
Tom Blakeney flew his electric Hellcat 
Jason Meadows excited the crowd with his Patti Wagstaff 
IMAC plane 
Chris Berardi was going to demonstrate a helicopter, but 
develop a radio issue and for safety reasons do not fly. 
 
October 26th Pylon race at Golden Triangle. No other 
information available. 
 
October 26-27th IMAC at Thunderbird field, 15 pilots 
attended and fun was had by all. Rick Byrd won his class, 
Murray was battling it out with a pilot from Oklahoma, 
and Benny Throne took 3rd in his class. 
 

Up Coming Events: 
 
November 2nd Electric Fun Fly at Thunderbird field from 
9AM till 5PM. There will be many raffle items and lunch 
served   
 
November 9th Fall Float Fly at Camp Joy Park. 9AM till --- 
 
December 21st Thunderbird Christmas Party at Spring 
Creek BBQ. 6PM till 9PM 
 

Old Business: 
 
Field Lease: No new updates on lease 
 
AMA Leader Club: Steve Ehlers informed us that all the 
proper documents have been delivered to AMA and we are 
waiting for approval. 
 

New Business: 
 
Ron Kosar donated several airplanes to the club to sell at 
auction or club raffle. If you would like to thank Ron for 
his donation, please contact Woody Lake for his email. 
 

Officer Nominations: 
 
President:  An email nomination was received from Joe 
Joplin nominating Garry Rife for President. 
A second was made by Randy Davis. Garry accepted the 
nomination. Randy Martin nominated Tom Blakeney with 
a second by Benny Thorne. Tom respectfully declined the 
nomination. Nomination Closed. 
 
Vice President: Woody Lake nominated Tom Blakeney 
with a second by Benny Thorne. Tom accepted the 
nomination.  
Nomination Closed. 
 
Treasurer: Randy Martin nominated Gary Alphin with a 
second by Chuck McLeroy. Gary accepted the nomination. 
Nomination Closed. 
 
Secretary: Garry Rife nominated Tab Bowland with a 
second by Gene Lord. Tab accepted the nomination. 
Nomination Closed. 
 
Safety Officer: Chuck McLeroy nominated Jimmy Newton 
with a second by Chip Mull. Jimmy accepted the 
nomination.  
Garry Rife nominated Steve Ehlers with a second by Benny 
Thorne. Steve accepted the nomination. Nomination 
Closed. 
 
Thunderbird of the Year: 
Randy Martin nominated Gary Alphin with a second by 
Ed Furche 
Benny Thorne nominated Ken Knotts with a second by 
Dave Dingman 
Chip Mull nominated Woody Lake with a second by Tom 
Blakeney. 
NOTE: Woody respectfully declined the nomination 
Garry Rife nominated Gary Nelson with a second by Joe 
Joplin 
Kip Niles nominated Jeanne Alphin with a second by 
Randy Davis 
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Woody Lake nominated Ian Warning with a second by 
Chuck McLeroy 
Dave Cinnamon nominated Tom Blakeney with a second 
by Randy Davis. 

All Nominations Closed. 
 
Signs at Thunderbird Field: Two signs stating “No 
spectators beyond this point” have been posted on the 
safety fence.  
A “No Lake Access” and “Welcome to Thunderbird field” 
will be presented to the Army Corp of Engineers for 
approval. 
 
AMA National Safety Code: Steve Ehlers reviewed 3 
important safety rules. 
1. A barrier fence needs to be in place to keep spectators 

safe. 

2. A Range check on radios needs to be performed after 
building an aircraft or after a repair from a crash. 

3. Safety rules are not an obstacle for the enjoyment of all 
flying; they show that we are responsible people. 

 
Bylaws Review: Will Campbell began a review of the 
purposed new club bylaws. After reviewing a few pages 
and discussion by club members a motion was made to 
continue with the bylaws the next meeting. 
 
Show and Tell:  
Randy Davis brought a very good looking Hexicopter, 
which he spoke to the club members about. The copter has 
the ability to fly FPV. It’s powered by a 5000-milliamp 
battery, with a flight time of approx. 9-10 minutes.  
 
Auction: Joe Joplin was the lucky bidder on an Ultra Stick 
60 with engine donated by Ron Kosar 

 
Raffle Winners: 

 
Kneepad – Dave Dingman    Power care tool box – Tommy Flight Box – Tab Bowland 
Small Electric Plane – Mark Ehlers   Landing gear – Benny Thorne Wheels and clevises – Gene Lord  
Centerline marker and Clevises – Ed Kettler  Centerline marker and clevises – Gary Cummings  
Centerline maker and clevises – Kip Niles  Bench Topper organizer – Dave Dingman 
 
My apologies to any winners I am have missed. Meeting Adjourned at 8:55 PM 

 

Tab Bowland 

Secretary, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

 
 

Treasurers Report: by Gary Alphin 
 

Our 2014 membership renewals are currently underway 
and 62 members have already renewed membership.  
 
I will not be at the November 25th Club Meeting due to 
personal commitments, so please go to our website 
http://www.fwthunderbirds.org/ and renew via PayPal or 
send me a check. Remember we have discontinued 
Thunderbird membership cards as voted on at the June 
2013 club meeting.  
 
On January 1, 2014, I will be changing the Field Gate 
Locks at the Flying field to our new locks, no set time as to 
when I will arrive. You can either give me your 2013 gate 
key or drop it in the mailbox at the field. I will pick up keys 
periodically. I have your gate key number and know who 
turned theirs in. I will give out the new gate keys at the 
Christmas Party / Dinner on December 21st. If you do not 
attend keys will be mailed December 23rd. Remember, the 
more keys we can give out at the Christmas 
Dinner/Meeting will be monies saved by not having a huge 
mass mailing. Keys and locks are available and will be 
ready for distribution on December 21'st.  

 
Last month the following was in the newsletter I thought it 
would be good to reiterate the same message in case anyone 
forgot or did not get the message: 
 
It is time to renew our memberships for 2014. We currently 
we have 199 members for 2013 and have 4 memberships 
paid for 2014.  
This year we are going to do the renewal memberships 
differently - mainly via the web site. The web site has a link 
on it to "MEMBERSHIP" and a new form has been 
created to reflect "RENEWALS". You only need to fill in 
your Name on the form if you are renewing, then you have 
the option to pay by PayPal or send a check to the address 
shown on the web site where to send checks. By going 
electronic and not buying envelopes and stamps we will be 
saving the club over $300. Monetarily this is a big savings 
and worth doing.  I will also be accepting membership dues 
if you are unable to do it on the web. I’ll take checks and 
have a portable PayPal device which I will process your 
membership at the meetings or at the field. 
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Membership must be renewed by January 1st for you to 
get an operable gate key as the locks are changed on 
February 1. Once again renewal can be made on line. You 
only need to fill in your name and any changes from your 
last renewal. Your payment can be made on line using 
PayPal at the bottom of the form, the instructions are on 

the application or you can pay by mailed check or pay me 
in person.  
 
Please remember to renew your membership by January 
1st to get an operable gate key when the locks are changed 
February 1st. Renewal can be made on line.  Again Thanks 
for renewing and supporting the club.

Gary Alphin 

Treasurer, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
 

 

 

Alliance Air Show 
 
Our club was asked to perform flight demos and staff a static display area at this year’s Alliance Air Show. Crowds were 
thrilled by the turbine and aerobatic flights and amazed at the technology advancements of radio controlled aircraft and 
our hobby.  
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Texas Electric eXpo (TEX)Fly-in 

Forty three registered pilots, un-numbered amount of 

spectators, and I stopped counting at 100 airplanes. Great 

day for flying and meeting with fellow modelers. Pilots 

came from as far as Killeen Texas. Tom maiden flew John 

George’s “Mig Stick” and it is a screamers. The Mig is 

John’s own design. 

 

During the noon lunch break there was a gaggle (12) war 

birds that flew in formation. All flew the pattern, no mid 

airs, or mishaps. COOL! This may be something to try at 

our annual Warbird Fly-in next year. 
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Float Fly 
 
Gary Rife got his feet wet (no pun intended) as a first time CD of our Winter Float Fly. Tom Blakeney, Tab Bowland, 
Terry Thorpe, and Jeanie Alphin aided Gary with the events logistics. Well done to all. Tom flew his Carbon Cub, what a 
joy to watch and fly. Benny tried out his disposable waders. Quite a fashion statement Benny. 
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Woody 
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WEB 

EVENT DIRECTORS---USE YOUR WEBSITE!  Your events page has the dates of your event, contact information, 

and if you provide them, links to your flyer, photos and event results. What you send will be published, and may help make 

your event more well-known and attended. The sooner you submit before and after the event the better. Flyers can be in 

any format. If it is a contest, results will be published in the format you submit. Photographs for the web should be 

representative of the event and preferably under 300k in size.  For large numbers of photographs, send to Garry Rife for 

the Forum. 

Joe Jopling 

Safety Corner 
 

The summer is over and winter is on its way but there is still a danger of coming down with the West Nile Virus. While cases 
are on the decrease, there are still cases being reported; the latest is a 1 year old child that was paralyzed and is undergoing 
rehabilitation to learn how to walk again. The signs of West Nile include; fever, headache, body aches, fatigue, back pain, 
skin rash (occasionally), swollen lymph glands (occasionally) and eye pain (occasionally). The worst form of West Nile is 
neurological infection and may include inflammation of the brain (encephalitis). If you experience the above symptoms, see 
your doctor to get it checked out. Of course the best case is not to get it in the first place; this can be done by wearing long 
sleeve shirts and long pants and applying mosquito repellant when outdoors. The types that contain DEET seem be effective 
in repelling the pests, but there are also alternatives. There are several 'natural' mosquito repellant sites on the web and most 
seem to favor essential oils such as cinnamon, lemon eucalyptus, and citronella oil. These are mixed with a 'carrier' oil such 
as olive oil, sunflower oil or any cooking oil. They typically use 10-25 drops of essential oil mixed in 2 tablespoons of a carrier 
oil. For larger batches that would be about 5-10% essential oil in a carrier oil. Either way should keep you from being bitten 
by the pests and make for a much more enjoyable flying day. Have fun and I'll see you at the field.  

Jim Newton – Safety officer  

 

If an emergency arises at the field call 911 and provide our address: 4300 Winscott Plover 

Road 

 
TOP FLIGHT’S GIANT SCALE SPITFIRE 

 

 

 

THUNDERBIRD 2013 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 

December 21st  Club Christmas Party    Club Officers 
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www.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.org 

 

President:  Ken Knotts              

E-Mail: kenknotts826@gmail.com

Vice President:  Will Campbell 
E-Mail: wcampbell@maseratiusa.com
 

Secretary:  Tab Bowland 
E-Mail: glasstron175@hotmail.com 

 
Treasurer:  Gary Alphin        

E-Mail: gary.alphin@gbrx.com 
Safety Officer: Jimmy Newton               

E-Mail:  jim-newton@att.net               

Pilot’s Log:  Woody Lake                       

E-Mail: at6pilot@att.net  

                                   

 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 

 

 

$3.00 OFF 
Full Service Oil 

Change for 

Fort Worth 

Thunderbirds 

Len and Debbie invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube    
and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and Vacuum 
Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 
 

 

 

 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 

Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 

(817) 594-2602 

 
 Coupons must be presented at time of service.  Offers   

cannot be combined with any other offer. One coupon 

per visit. 
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